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DELI'LAH, one of the famous women of
the Old Testament, the temptress of Samson.
She prevailed upon him to reveal to her the
source of his strength, which was his long1
hair, and while he lay asleep she called men
who cut off his locks. Then she allowed his
enemies, the Philistines, to capture and blind
him (see Judges XVI). Their story has been
effectively presented in dramatic • form by
Saint-Saens in his opera, Samson and
Delilah.
DELIR'IUM, the condition of being- "out
of one's head," due to high fever, injury to
the head, or to such nervous diseases as
epilepsy, Saint Vitus's dance and hysteria.
In delirium the speech is disordered and in-
coherent, the emotions are excited and the
power to reason is lost. Usually-familiar
faces may not be recognized. In violent
attacks of delirium the patient may do him-
self bodily injury, if not carefully watched.
The onset of delirium during an attack of
any disease is a very serious symptom. See
delirium tremens.
DELIRIUM TREMENS, trefmenss, an af-
fection of the brain, caused by excessive
drinking of alcoholic liquor. The principal
symptoms of this disease are delirium and
trembling. The delirium is a constant symp-
tom, but the tremor is not always present, or,
if present, is not always perceptible. Fre-
quently the sufferer is thrown into paroxysms
of terror, by thinking he sees snakes or other
animals, or the most frightful and grotesque
objects. The treatment of this distressing
malady should be supervised by a reliable
physician. Usually an attack requires the
administration of powerful drugs.
DEXOS. an island of great renown among
the ancient Greeks, the fabled birthplace of
Apollo. It was a center of his worship and
the site of a famous oracle (see oracles).
It is the central and the smallest island of the
Cyclades group, in the Aegean Sea. Delos
is now deserted except for the few who visit
it for its ruins.
DELPHI, del'fi, a town in ancient Phocis,
Greece, originally called Pytho and famous
for its oracle. The oracles were delivered
by a priestess, who sat on a tripod at the en-
trance to a cavern, on the slope of Mount
Parnassus, from which issued cold vapors,
supposed to be the prophetic breath of the
god Apollo. The oracular utterances were
always obscure and ambiguous; yet they
served, in the hands of the priests, to regulate
 and uphold the political, civil and religious
relations of Greece. Delphi was also one of
the meeting places of the Amphictyonie
Council of the Greeks (see amphictyonio
council), and near it were held the Pythian
games. See oracles.
DELSAETE, delsahrtf, franqois alex-
andre (1811-1871), a musician and investi-
gator, born at Solesmes, France. He com-
posed a few melodies and wrote several ro-
mances, and taught singing- and declamation.
He was best known as the founder of a
school of physical culture (which see).
DEL'TA, the name given to low island
plains f ormed at the mouth of a river where
the stream separates into two or more
branches. The term originated with the
Greeks, who first applied it to the plain
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THREE GREAT DELTAS
formed by the mouth of the Nile, because of
its triangular shape, resembling the Greek
letter A, called delta.
Deltas are caused by the meeting of the
river's current with an inflow from the sea,
so that the outflowing current is slackened,
and most of the silt which it holds in sus-
pension is deposited. If the sea is quiet, this
action soon builds up a plain which reaches
to the surface. Vegetation takes root from
this, and in time it becomes firm land. Deltas
will not form where the sea is agitated by
strong winds or where tides produce high
waves, because these movements wash away
the sediment; hence deltas never exist in
broad estuaries like the Gulf of Saint Law-
rence. The most noted deltas in the "world are
at the mouths of the Nile, the Mississippi, the
Ganges, the Brahmaputra, the Hoang-ho, the
Po and the Mackenzie. Some o£ these are
very large, that of the Brahmaputra having
an area of 50,000 square miles, and that of
the Nile, about 20,000 square miles. The

